
The Antichrist 
(Matthew 24: 23-25) 

 

“23At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not 

believe it. 24For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and 

wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25See, I have told you ahead of time.” 

 

I.  The Old Testament Predictions (Daniel’s Dream and Visions) 

• Daniel prophesizes the coming of Antiochus Epiphanes (166 BC) 

• Daniel Prophesizes the Coming of the Antichrist  

• Antiochus Epiphanes is a Type of the Antichrist 

• The text:  Daniel 11:21-45 

 

A. Antiochus Epiphanes (Daniel 8:25; 11:21, 31-32) 

            Profile 

• He will be contemptable 

• He will use flattery and intrigue 

• He will cause deceit to prosper and consider himself superior (Daniel 8: 25) 

• He will vent his fury against the Holy Covenant (Israel) 

• He will persecute the Jews (Discuss his oppression and persecution of the Jews) 

 

B. Antichrist (Daniel 7:25; 11:36-38, 41, 45 - Under the image of Antiochus Epiphanes)  

            Profile 

• He will exalt and magnify himself 

• He will say unheard of things against God 

• He may be of Jewish descent or Christian descent – He rejects his Fathers’ religion 

• He will not desire human love - “That affection of human love and attachment for which 

even the most selfish and savage of men feel some sensibility… this king should cultivate 

neither piety nor humanity.” (E.J. Young) 

• He will honor a god of fortresses – he is the personification of war 

• He will invade the beautiful land and pitch his royal tents between the seas at the Holy 

Mountain. He will oppress the saints…  

 

“He will speak against the Most High and oppress His saints and try to change the set times and 

the laws. The saints will be handed over to him for a time, times and half a time.” (Daniel 7: 25) 

 

“His arrogance will be manifest in his intention to change times and law - the foundations and 

main conditions, emanating from God, of the life and actions of men in the world - not 

necessarily fixed times for religious observance, but times or seasons ordained by God. These 

would be general laws or ordinances, not necessarily religious law… This act of Antichrist will 

affect all men, but specifically the people of God…” (E. J. Young) 

 

“God alone changes the times and seasons… He (Antichrist) seeks to subvert the law and thus 

transform society into a godless mass. It is a picture of blatant and sinister opposition to God and 

His rule of the world.” (Sinclair Ferguson) 



II.  The New Testament Predictions 

 
A. The Antichrist (1 John 2: 22; 4:1-3; 2 John 7-8) 

“The word ‘Antichrist’ occurs in the Bible only in the letters of John. The word ‘Antichrist’ can 

mean either ‘the opposite of’ or ‘instead of’. In John’s day, there were false teachers denying that 

Jesus was the Messiah. When John writes that ‘many antichrists have come’, he is saying that the 

spirit that will characterize the final Antichrist is already working in those that are the false 

teachers.” (James Montgomery Boice, Commentary on the Epistles of John) 

 

B. The Man of Lawlessness (2 Thessalonians 2: 1-12) 

“Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, 

brothers, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedly from us—whether 

by a prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter—asserting that the day of the Lord has already 

come.  Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion 

occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.”   

1. The Man (4) 

• His Opposition to Law 

“He will be defiant to all law, both the moral law and the civil law (advocating anarchy in 

the name of freedom). Antichrist will be the ultimate antinomian.” (John Stott) 

• His Opposition to God 

“The temple may be referring to the church – will Antichrist infiltrate and capture 

Christendom? Antichrist will dethrone God in order to enthrone himself. He will even 

commit the ultimate blasphemy of proclaiming himself to be God… He will demand for 

himself the worship which had been forbidden to everybody and everything else.”  

(John Stott) 

 

2. The Rebellion (5-8)  

• The Greek apostasia (The Great Revolt) - a military revolt or a political defection 

• Antichrist’s revolt will be against God and Law and will infiltrate the nominal church 

• Before he is revealed openly, the lawlessness he embodies is already at work 

• Something or Someone is holding this back until the proper time 

(The Holy Spirit, Preaching of the Gospel, Power of the State) 

            “Without some present restraint (which preserves a measure of justice, freedom, order 

            and decency) lawlessness would break out more virulently…When the restraint is 

            removed, then the secret working of lawlessness will become open rebellion under the 

            leadership of the Lawless One who will be revealed. Then we can expect a period 

            (mercifully short) of political, social and moral chaos…” (John Stott) 

 

 



3. The Coming (9-10) 

• The Antichrist’s coming will be a parody of the coming of Christ 

• His coming (Parousia) is the same word used of Christ’s coming 

• His coming will be accompanied by counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders 

• He will have great powers of deception 

            “Counterfeit miracles probably not in the sense that they will be fakes, but in the sense 

            that they will deceive rather than enlighten… the systematic and calculated adoption by 

            Antichrist of the attributes of Christ is the most appalling feature in the whole 

            presentation.” (John Stott) 

 

4. The Lie (11-12) 

• The “lie” is the denial of the fundamental truth that God is God 

• God will give them over to a powerful delusion (their own willful blindness) 

“When people of their own accord and after repeated threats and promises reject Him and 

spurn His message – and not until then – He hardens them in order that those who were 

not willing to repent may not be able to repent but may believe the falsehood that “the 

man of lawlessness” is God and that everyone should obey him.” (William Hendriksen) 

 

C. The Antichristian State (World Government) (Revelation 13:1-18) 

 

1. The End Time Beast or World Government (1-4) 

• The End Time Beast (leopard, bear, lion/ten horns/Daniel 7:23-25) 

• Out of the sea (peoples, multitudes, nations and languages/Revelation 17:15) 

• A fatal wound healed; the whole world to follow the Beast 

 

2. His Proud and Blasphemous Words (5-6) 

• The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies  

• It opened its mouth to blaspheme God 

 

3. His Persecution of the Saints and Church (7-10) 

• It was given power to wage war against God’s the saints and to conquer them  

• It was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation 

• All inhabitants of the earth will worship the Beast 

 

4. His Deception Through Miracles and Signs (11-15) 

• Then I saw a Second Beast, coming out of the earth 

• It had two horns like a lamb, but it spoke like a dragon  

• It performed great signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven… 

• It deceived the inhabitants of the earth  

 

5. Worldwide Oppression and Persecution (16-18) 

• It also forced all people to receive a mark on their right hands or on their foreheads  

• They could not buy or sell unless they had the mark  

• Let the person who has insight calculate the number of the beast  

• It is man’s number. His number is 666. 



Assertions 

 
1. Jesus will not return until certain things occur. One of those things is the rebellion and the 

appearing of the Antichrist (2 Thessalonians 2:3). 

 

2. The coming (appearing) of Antichrist will be in accordance with the work (energy) of 

Satan. Satan will give Antichrist power and authority (2 Thessalonians 2:9; Revelation 

13:2). 

 

3. The Antichrist will lead an end time World Government or State. 

            (Revelation 13:7; 17:12-13) 

 

4. The False Prophet (An Individual, False Church or Religion) will work in conjunction 

with the Antichrist to cause all peoples to follow and worship the Beast/Antichrist. 

(Revelation 13:11-15) 

 

5. Antichrist will cause an “Abomination that causes desolation”. He “will set himself up in 

God’s temple proclaiming himself to be God” (2 Thessalonians 2:4). With Jesus Christ’s 

coming, the Spirit’s presence is not in a physical temple but in each believer’s heart. 

Antichrist’s claim to be God (In the Church or otherwise) and his demand for worship 

will be the Abomination. 

 

6. The “mark” of the Beast/Antichrist is figurative of the ways that the State will keep check 

on whether people submit to compulsory idol worship. The “mark” is a parody and 

opposite of the “seal” on the foreheads of true believers (Revelation 7:3; 9:4). The 

“mark” symbolizes ownership, loyalty, participation (G.K. Beale, Revelation) 

 

7. The following and worship of Antichrist may involve compulsory participation in a 

religious ceremony or sacrament, such as Passover or the Lord’s Supper. Participation in 

such a religious ceremony or sacrament would be in essence the wearing of the “mark” of 

the Beast (See Exodus 13:9-10) 

 

8. The number of the Beast is 666. The three 6’s are a parody of the Divine Trinity. The 

persons of the Trinity are Divine – three 7’s. The Dragon (Satan), Beast and False 

Prophet are NOT Divine – three 6’s. “Therefore, six repeated three times indicates the 

completeness of sinful incompleteness found in the Beast.” (G.K. Beale) 

 

9. The Antichrist will persecute the Church and kill Christians who do not follow and 

worship the Beast (Revelation 13:7, 9) 

 

10. Antichrist’s reign will be brief (Revelation 20:3b). Christians will be called to patient  

endurance and faithfulness at that time (Revelation 13:10). The Lord Jesus will destroy 

the Antichrist with the breath of his mouth and splendor of His coming (2 Thessalonians 

2:8). Those who follow the Antichrist will suffer God’s wrath (Revelation 14:9-12). 

 

 


